Survey No. AA-854

. - Magi NO.
Maryland Historical Trust
State Historic Sites Inventory Form DOE _yes _ no
1. Name (indicate preferred name)
1A} i m \ ]
higtotié Two Brothers
N r ,
and/or common Charles Novak Home
2. Location
Z \.'?l L4 ’, .
street & number aobs Rlia. ROAR ____ not for publication
DAVIDSONVILLE L 4th . L
city, town — vicinity of congressional district
MARYLAND ANNE ARUNDEL
state county
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
___district — public ____occupied ____agriculture museum
_X building(s) X__ private _X__ unoccupied ____ commercial park
__ structure ____ both ____work in progress — educational _X private residence
—_site Public Acquisition Accessible —__entertainment —religious
__ object __in process _ Xyes: restricted government ___ scientific
being considered __ yes: unrestricted __industrial transportation
__Xnot applicable ___ no <o e military ' ___other:

4. owner Of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners)

name CHARLES MNOVAK
street & number 3504 R_IVA ROAD telephone no.:
city, town DAVIDSCUVILLE state and zip code MD 21035

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, ete, ANNE ARUNDEL COUNTY COURTHOUSE e 2671
Q TR Q'T‘R ET
street & number SOUZHE STREE folie 70
\NNAPOLTS ;
sitylown  POUACOLLS sate  MARYLAND

6. Representation in Existing uistorical surveys

title

date — federal ___ state ____county ___ local

pository for survey records

city, town state




7. Description Survey No.  AA-854

Condition Check one Check one

—_ excellent __deteriorated ___ unaltered X original site

_ X good ____ruins _ X altered ___moved date of move
___fair —_ unexposed

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its
various elements as it exists today.

The Novak house is located on the west side of Riva Road, 1/4
mile north of the road's intersection with Beard's Point Road. The
house faces east and is situated atop a steep hill. It is set 300
feet from the road and is partially visible from the latter.

The street facade has two stories with a gable roof. The lower
level has just two bays; there is a six over six window on the right
side and a four panel door on the left. This door has heavy moldings
surrounding the panels. The larger upper two panels are arched.

The second floor has only one window which is identical to and located
directly above the lower window. The casing around the door and
windows consists of plain butted boards.

A one story hip roof porch extends across the front of the
house. It is set on cinder blocks and has narrow width tongue and
groove flooring. Random width boards are used for the ceiling. The
roof is supported by three square chamfered posts across the front
with similar shaped pilasters adjoining the house. These posts have
a plain base with a one quarter round trim. The top of the post
has plain square capitals. At about three quarters of the height
of the post and pilasters, there are square sub-capitals with an
ogee bed mold. These sub-capitals serve to support rather handsome
heavy barckets which extend to the wide horizontal box support for
the roof. The brackets have an applied circular ornament. The roof
has a rather wide overhang beyond this horizontal box support. The
cornice has a plain soffit and facia with a one guarter bed mold.
There are no gutters on this area.

The south side of the house reveals that the building was
constructed in two distinct periods. The gabled two story section
was added to an earlier one story very small house. This later two
story south gable end has two six over six windows evenly spaced
on each floor. 1In the gable is a smaller six over six window. The
foundation of this section is brick.

Set back on this south side is the smaller and earlier one and
one-half story section with a gable roof running perpendicular to
the larger portion of the house. On this south side there is a six
panel door with a box lock on the right and a six over one window
on the left. The door has glass in the top panels with raised panels
in the lower four section. There is a four light transom above the



8. Significance Survey No. AR-35Y

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
___ prehistoric __ archeology-prehistoric ____ community planning ____ landscape architecture ____ religion
—1400-1499 ____ archeology-historic —__conservation — law —___science
.1500-1599 ____ agriculture —___economics —literature —_sculpture
‘o 1600-1699 ____ architecture — education — military ___social/
17001799 ___art —___engineering — music humanitarian
—1800-1899 __ commerce —exploration/settlement ____ philosophy —_theater
— 1900~ — communications ___ industry —_ politics/government ___ transportation
____invention —_ other (specify)
Specific dates Builder/Architect
check: Applicable Criteria: _ A B C _ D
and/or
Applicable Exception: _ A ~_ B _C _ D _E _F _G
Level of Significance: _ national _ state _ local

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and
support.
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Quadrangle scale

ST

Zone Easting Northing

e by o
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11. Form Prepared By

DAVIDSONVILLE SURVEY TEAM

county

name/title

DAVIDSONVILLE AREA CIVIC ﬁSSGCIATIQg; 1/29/1985

organization
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by
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" The survey and inventory are being prepared for information-and
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of
individual property rights.
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TWO BROTHERS, ANNE ARUNDEL COUNTY AA-854
DESCRIPTION, CONTINUATION SHEET NO. 1

door. The roof on this side has standing seam tin covering.

A plain box cornice supports a gutter. The foundation here

is cinder block which the current owner explained replaces the
original wooden sills. When this replacement was being done,

he could observe that the joists are made of plain logs flattened
only on the top for the flooring.

The west or back end of the older one story portion of the
house has an exterior chimney centered in the gable. The lower
portion of the chimney is made of cinder block and the narrower
upper portion of brick. To the left of the chimney on the first
floor is a one over one window. In the gable flanking the chimney
are two four pane in swinging windows. To both sides of the chimney
in the gable is a one over one window. The roof line of the gable
is not symmetrical since the left hand roof has been extended
to a cat slide in order to add a room to the original house.

Below this extension is one four pane out swinging window.

The exposed rear of the two story section has no windows
and is covered with aluminum siding. The roof has a box cornice
wth quarter round bed mold.

On the north, the older section has two, two over two windows
flanking a door with a mortise lock. The door has three lower
horizontal panels with four panes of glass above. The roof here
has an exposed rafter overhang and no gutter.

This side of the larger two story section has an exterior
chimney centered in the gable. The wide lower portion of the
chimney shoulders into a narrow two stretcher width which is
secured to the wall by iron straps. There are no windows on the
first floor. The second story has a six over six to the right
of the chimney. In the gable there is a four over two window
left of the chimney. The roof line has a narrow rake board with
a square crown mold.

Near the front of the house on this north side is a gable
roof entryway to the cellar. This has a five horizontal panel
door with a mortise lock. The roof has exposed rafter overhang.

With the exception of the tin roof and aluminum siding, both
the walls and roofs have composition covering. A deteriorated
area on the south side exposes the earlier weatherboard siding.
In the attic one can observe that these boards are of uniform
thickness and are merely lapped.

The first floor consists of a front living room, a dining
room directly behind it and a small kitchen to the north of the
dining room. On the second floor are two bedrooms above the
living room, and above the dining room is one bedroom which is
actually the attic of the older, back section. Above the two
front bedrooms is an attic bedroom of the newer, front section.



TWO BROTHERS, ANNE ARUNDEL COUNTY AA-854
DESCRIPTION, CONTINUATION SHEET NO. 2

The walls and ceiling in the living room and bedroom are
plaster which is in bad repair. The laths are all circular sawn
which indicates that it was all probably plastered at a later
date. 1In the living room the ceiling appears to have been altered
because the laths and plaster cover one-half of the window's top
casing board. The walls and ceilings in the dining room and
kitchen are beaver board with battens. The floors in the living
room, front bedrooms, and dining room are narrow pine. The floor
in the older attic bedroom is very wide white pine. In the kitchen
is tile, and the underneath flooring was not observed.

All the interior doors have four raised panels except for
the one door between the dining room and kitchen which is a six
panel door. All doors have or had box locks and ceramic knobs.
The doorway between the living or dining rooms reveals a twelve
inch thick wall. The doorway between the dining room and the
kitchen is less than six feet high as well as the exterior door
in the south wall of the dining room.

In the first and second floor rooms of the newer, front
section, the window and door casings are plain four inch boards
with mitered corners. A round-edged trim was added to the inside
edge of the casing, giving a beaded effect. The attic bedroom
of the front section has the same style, but narrower casings.
The baseboards are plain boards.

In the older dining room and kitchen, the window and door
casings are plain boards with the top board extending beyond
the side boards by one inch. The window aprons are moulded
boards giving a layered effect. The baseboards in these two
rooms have quarter round top moulding. There was no evidence
of interior plumbing.

In the northeast corner of the dining room are enclosed
stairs to the attic bedroom. On the north wall are three steps
up to a board and batten door which has a thumb latch. There
are three winders, and six steps up to the attic. The stairs
are enclosed with tongue and groove beaded boards creating a
closet underneath the stairs. The tongue and groove beaded
board door to the closet is on the south end. There is no rail
at the opening in the attic.

The attic bedroom of the back section has a plastered,
vaulted ceiling. Through holes in this ceiling, the cat-slide
roof of this section was observed. A cat-slide roof was added
over the original roof by starting at the gable and extending
over the kitchen on the north side. The rafters of the original
roof are larger and hewn; whereas the rafters and support framing
of the cat-slide roof are smaller and appear to be merely shaped
posts.



TWO BROTHERS, ANNE ARUNDEL COUNTY AA-854
DESCRIPTION, CONTINUATION SHEET NO. 3

In the east wall of the attic bedroom is a doorway to a
very small hallway that gives entrance to the two bedrooms of
the front section and to stairs to the front attic. At the
south side of the hallway is a door of grooved panelling without
any casing or latch to the enclosed stairs to the attic. There
are five steps, three winders, and three more steps along the
south wall to the attic. At the opening is a piece of the
panelling with a shaped board on top for a railing. The
plastered walls in this attic bedroom are vaulted. On the
north wall is a board with wooden pegs.

The cellar is only a small dug out portion under the front
section of the house. The back section has a separate foundation,
and it was impossible to view it. The joists in the front section
are very heavy timbers which are hewn on one side and circular
sawn on three sides.

Through a hole in the thick wall between the living and
dining rooms, a heavy timber brace on the back section was
observed, but no exterior boards were seen. This heavy brace,
the heavy rafters, the small exterior door and small interior
door in the dining room, the two separate foundations, differences
in the inner trim, and information from the present owner suggest
that the original house was a one and one-half story structure
consisting of the present dining room and the attic bedroom.

The kitchen with the cat-slide roof and the two and one-half
story front section (living room on first floor, two bedrooms
on second floor and attic bedroom) were added later.

To the west and north of the house are several smaller
barns and sheds.
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AA-854

Two Brothers, Charles Novak Home
Riva Road

Davidsonville vicinity

South River Quad.

Anne Arundel County




